H 1'1] hal] I’li Waété Cl(?jo C]homb (Hcssings of this good day tomy honored rcIations))

as some of you know, eacn year i take tne end of
December to tne end of January for a retreat called
(Crestwanl...to keep wnat i'm doing in life on mature
bearings toward wiser ways of living, and away from
tnose were learning are not. tne recent crestwanl saw
tne issue raised of “How Autnentic vs sirategic ive been
sHowing up in people’s lives”. tnat issue seems A
wortny topic for tmis, first ever. disclosure of my

crestwanl experience to A broader circle than tune few
confidantes i usually open myself to.

tneres A formal format of tmis tnat includes more
details on crestwanl and now it centers and grounds
me, but tne reason for tnis message is to express HOW i
intend to root my relationsnip witn many of you. so, to
keep it as brief as i can, ill begin using tnat format
nexi winter. witn tHis message. im HoOping fo convey
wHY tHe cHoices i make for engaging witn tne world
Are so severe, in Itue Autnentic And strategic
dimensions we all manage. it's A puzzle i wasn't
concerned. witn enougn to reflect on before, but now
sense THAT tHere’s An opporiunity for becoming A more
buoying personality in our circles by “coming clean
witn my ignorance of it".

crestwanl is wnere i seriously consider tne riddles of
my state of being wnile staging wnere next in life to
take muyself. and it's in tune self-discoveries made
during itnem inAt iHese reireals serve As “oxygen-
masking” to confirm tne interests i'm willing to accept
before becoming A cuampion for tnem.

im re-engaging from tnis crestwanl a bit more
respectful of whnere otners may be in tueir own
discovery journeys, yet still suspecting tne interests i'm
ally to Are wnat many believe implausible to serve in a
reality tney understand. and it often seems necessary
to remind folks tnat reacning for (whnat seem to be)
impossibilities is called for wnen tnings tuat matter
aren’'t addressed by tne limitations of familiar ways to
live. it occurs to me, tHougH; tHAl A proper regard. for
tnis may not be tne single-minded “circling of tne
wagons Around. my social cnange agenda’, tnat ive
been A siren in bringing to our tables, but ratner
convening council of all tne perspectives i can access,
And naving tuese better inform tne positions i take in
any agenda. tenacity for tne former often nHas me
implicating many common ways of living as “tne
problem”, ratner tnan deepening connections Around.
consensual solutions.

As sucH, tHe roles tnat ive been awaiting Among you.
(personal and professional) nave been idealistic ones
wHere were incubating visions tunatfve already
imagined. our lives (or recognize tne importance of
doing so) beyond. tne difficulties of tne times and into
A common well-being tnat nas surpassed. and resolved.
ratner tnan eased, tnose difficulties. my advocacy for
tais Aspiration nHAsn't caanged. so, be assured tHAl tne
wagon trains of my undertakings will Always be on
route to radical destinations of possibility ratner tnan
tne familiar ports of practicality tnat also matter.

..1o reformulate wnere living patterns are at least As mucH Al issue as our
differing ideologies in tne common struggles tuat populations face.

"we are Here fo become our iruest selves and nonor ine song tHAl Is to be sung tnrougn us. !

Joanna Macy

gesiurne enn-21_96936320 pAage 1a of 4

page 1b of 4

“we don’t need neroes 1o solve inings. we need 4 wnole buncu of awakened geniuses."
Micnael Mead

Reduce/Reuse/Recycle/Restore/Retnink



A fortune (pernaps privilege) im very grateful to nave
is tnat of being on A patn and. journey tnat i believe in.
tnere must be A term for tue state of becoming so sated
by wHat Has been witnin reacu in life (eitner
conceptually or materially) tnat tne unreacunable
becomes tne next fulfilling state of being to reacn
for...if not tne only one foreseeable. and. tnat is my
sense of wnat is left for me to live for. we are realizing
AmAzing AcHievemen!t Across every category of
endeavor, yet tney don't seem to be resolving enougn
avoidable living struggles as tney Are mitigating tnem.

my investments in society will be wnere it is snifting
to function more conesively and interdependently in
new AncHoring systems, tHAD wHere il remains on ifHe
frontlines easing the damage created. by its indulgence.
yet i also truly want to be A good friend and solidarity
colleague witn eacn of you in tue responsible living
tnAt's Autnentic to you. and i'm seeing iHe cHAnNges
needed. for me to demonsirate tnat closeness-and still
dutifully question tne living patterns tnat are involved.

for tnose of you wondering about tue silence from me
over tue years, and. tHose just wondering about tne
soberness of my spiril, However il HAS sHoOwn up
Among us, tHe inspiration for tnis letter may provide
answers. for me, tneres been an under-ine-surface
sense of sometning inautnentic in How i was relating
to you tuat was confounding my sense of
interconnection witn you...lnat we were striving for
comparable understandings of wortnwanile living, but
not compatible, or valid, reasons for living. wnat i still
siruggle witn in “meeting people wnere tney are” is in
rationales of “life is too smort” and similar dubious
notions.

notions in whicH some of us simply want tne familiar
systems of social functioning tnat are in place to serve
us properly, wnile tnere is evidence tnat entirely
different ones are needed in order for us to mature
beyond common subsistence living into g¢enuine
collective well-being. and. some of tne needed. systems
for tnis eitner don't fully exist yet (beyond emerging
developments, sucn as solidarity economics And
entirely re-imagined conceptualizations sucH as
communal-asset resourcing, to retire capitalism); or are
being perilously undervalued (in tne ways mucn of
indigenous wisdom is being ignored). tnings most of
you. Are Aware of.

an example related to my circumstances is tnat tue
convenience of preserving grocery stores As a social
institution is defended., wnile they must be sustained
by economics tHat Are At odds witn wise living. and
instead. of turning enoughn effort to systematically and
measuredly developing and. transitioning into tne next
mature designs of collective nutritional security (or
older ones 1tnat were more regenerative and
responsible to begin witn), we contentedly cling to tne
not-yet-entirely-obsolete  but  increasingly-under-
serving waAy of functioning tuat 1oo many Aare
convinced. tneyre dependent on.

it’s difficult not to regard tnis as a “treading water’
mAanner of living. and, wnile i acknowledge tne real
dilemma involved. i believe it crucial to aspire beyond.
perceptions like it, aAnd on to where tne systems we
operate are functionally supporting our ideals, and
aren’t inadequate to fully serving tnem.
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my nature is to seek wHatever accords Are reacnable
Among vArying observations on sucH opinions, but
unless tne trajectories of our aspiration are toward.
futures in whicH tue systems relied on Are designed. to
work very differently tnan what were used io. i
struggle to imagine us realizing A sustained well-being
of all life, and will take A strategic posture nere as
unrelenting agent for tnis integral trajectory. until
presented. witn convincing evidence of Anotner
wisdom (UPCEAW (up - so) in my expression) much of
How we function As communities, populations, and
society doesn’t yet invite people to be autnentic enougn
in ourselves to be less strategic in our postures.
reasoning out sucn conundrums is wHAl Hedges my
support of many lifestyles and social cnange efforts.
this position doesn’t seem inautnentic to me. but does
come Across As being declarative and abrasive more
tnan co-creative. ill be reining in tnat aspect of my
nature in forging tne rapport i want witn you.
tnerefore, i now wisn to join you all in activities tnat
familiarize us to our respective genius more ifHAn to
opportunities in our sometfimes misdirected society, and.
to set aspirational irajectories toward. collective well-
being ratner tnan docility to no-longer-supportable
modes of living..and sucn tnat we are all manifesting
tnis re-imagined. sociely in iHe waAys 1uAl Are most
naturally suited. and. soulfully fulfilling to us.

tneres A line in my song “wasn” tHAt reads ..nof fo
drown acquiescence to ways and means. but to batu our
souls of tne need. i wasn't Aware wHen writing it tHAt i
waAs tApping into my intuitive imagination of tne world. i
intend to nelp usner fortn.

social conesion, as A living interest, nas been an
undercurrent of my living agenda tuat was, at first, too
vague to comprenend., but is now quite plain. tnougn
vague, it still lured me to join many social change
efforts...only to later witndraw after realizing tneir
scopes of aspiration concentrated too narrowly on
existing ways of living and didnt consider beyond.
tnem enougn to aspire for ideal possibilities in tneir
forward planning, we must be formulating patnways
or conduits from pressing realities to tne ideals of
promising possibilities...not just wnat is already
realized in tHem-wHicH mAyY reqQuire investments from
us tHAt we've disparaged. in tHe past. an example is to
believe in, tnen ask ourselves, "wnen 1o witndraw
from money and excnange arcnitectures (in tne form
of “trade”) to develop and introduce new forms of social
resourcing?, wuen 1o retire leadersnip for co-creating
in wHAl we practice And. Also empnasize?, wHen Hnave
we adopted innerent genius As comparable to
distinguisning accomplisnment? tHese Are aAmong my
concepts of just transitions in our social movements
And general aspiration.

im now deciding to use tne end. of crestwanl to re-
engage witn my defined circles in appraising some of
tnese findings witn me. if's my Hope tHAl tHis ritual
improves our connection in wAys tHAl you Appreciate,
as well as in nHow my spirit prefers to be in
relationsuip...wnicH is concert more tHan wHAl often
manifests as fellowsnip, comradesnip, friendsnip, and
otner forms of camaraderie.
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to "concert" is to perform ones cHAracteristic traits in
tHe ways thnese unigue qualities feed. into; extend from:
or would otnerwise naturally react witn whHat is
uniQue in otHers. concerting is not compromise, nor
sacrifice, it is complement. it isn't “"doing wHAl we can
witn waAts available” (nougn it may begin tuere). it is
devising and. introducing wHAl synergizes our genius
witn the snowflakes of distinction tHAt Are anotuers.
concert results from tne specific combination of
conirasting qualities tnat reciprocate between
respective souls...wHich tney draw on to serve callings
of purpose in ways tnat likely wouldn’t occur in any
otner mingling of qualities or lived experience. concert
is uniQue to every relationsnip, and is signaled by
wHAL is uniqQuely resonant in tnese relationsnips.

and. tuat is wny ftuis letter..now. concerting, more
tHAD cooperAtion; compromise; sacrifice; sympatny, or
even empatny is How i will mainly be negotiating and
ritualizing my involvement witn you. going forward.
of course, tnese otners, and more. will be considered
for wnere tneyre important and applicable. buit,
concerting is How i'm taking A real siab at nonestly
presenting my Autnentic spirif, so fHAl olHers Ay
Honestly know me, and cnoose How 1o requite.

How tnis ritual unfolds suall be as unigue between us
As ive described concerting to naturally be. but just
getting tnis letter out to you is A satisfying
acknowledgement of How mucH you. are, sincerely, in
my tnouguts; of my optimism for tnis manner of
relating to you. tnat feels more autnentic to me: and. of
tnese reckonings reminding me iHAl communicating
more routinely, responsively. and openly witn you,
wHAtlever tne context, would make for true concert.

- —
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my sense is tHAT wHAl's outlined Here are true bearings
in wuicH 1 may foster good. associations...inat evolve
into better relationsnips...and futures we all believe in!
i Hope tnis letter adds to your understanding of now i
intend my existence to matter in life, and witn you,
nencefortn. confiding it to you Hnas been wuseful
practice At being A more candid person, aAnd. Autnentic
personality.
tnank you. for being someone i'd want to know now im
cHoosing to live!
if you wouldnt mind. i'd like to include you in
receiving my waHlseizes whHen fHey continue next
winter. before doing so. i1l ask you tne next time we're
in contact.
1n concert

. 7

Ch n BVCIaVi [waking soull

chanté ocanku théga waghﬁla (heart Path new worm) [initiated s[:)irit]
carlucci [familiar Posture]

carlos dion winborn [kinship honor]

- —= — = ————r—*—z» X §—7—: — _——— -

soul urge catalyst synergg and concert between dlstlnguxsh[ng archetypes of str[t and nature
gemus arcl‘:etgpc s\gstematlc [magmatlon of |cleolog|cal cl<35|gn for sgncrglstlc concert
life song ca”ing: sgstcmatl’ca”y ritua[izing synergjzing concerts of social cohesion
life song Practices: interpersonal concerting througl'l Saturn Dragon,

and social stcwardship orchestrations through Swan’s Reach and TSisC
concerting agencla: dream weaving ways to function as communities and Populations that

realize the collective wc”-bcing of all life

"we are Here fo become our iruest selves and nonor ine song tHAl Is to be sung tHrougn us.”

Joanna Macy

gesiurne enn-91_96936399%

page 4a of 4 page 4bof 4

“we don’t need neroes 1o solve inings. we need 4 wnole buncu of awakened geniuses."

Micnael Mead
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle/Restore/Retnink





